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sweep of change. A weighted average and straightline extrapolation
in time suggest that the average per capita income in industrial
countries as a group was about $170 by 18504—or 70 per cent higher
than in the pre-industrial countries at present ($100). The per
capita output in most countries in the latter group may be assumed
not to have changed much over these 100 years. Available evidence
for some countries (India, Egypt, etc.) suggests a decline5 offsetting
most of the expansion in other countries in Latin America and the
Middle East.
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source : Kuznets, S. S., Six Lectures on Economic Growth (Glencoe,
1959), p. 27; countries arranged in chronological order of reaching per capita
real income of $200. In few cases where available data did not go all the way
back to the year indicated, the growth rates for shorter periods were applied
for regression ; as a result, they may understate the income level at that year.
These estimates make no allowance for free sunshine, and there-
fore lower requirements (in economic value) of calorie intake,
clothing and shelter for human survival in warmer pre-industrial
countries. Even then, it would seem that in the economic land-
scape of the world in 1850 the industrial countries of to-day could
not really have been the sunny mountain-tops and the pre-industrial
ones the dark crevasses. Broadly speaking, some patches were
somewhat brighter than the others.
There is another conclusion of some significance that follows from
the above analysis. As late as 1850, the average income in most
countries was subsistence income—a rock-bottom level below which
human existence would be impossible. Before then there were
4	If the United Kingdom and the United States are excluded from the total
the average per capita income in thereskof the group would be $150 by 1850.
There were special factors for the high income in these two countries: the United
Kingdom was the pioneer in industrialisation, and benefited from supremacy
in world trade and colonial exploitation ; the United States of America had
abundant virgin lands.
5	See Patel, Surendra J., "Long-term Changes in Output and Income in India:
1896-1960," in the Indian Economic Journal, Vol. V, No. 3, January 1958,
pp. 242-6 ; and Kuznets, S. S., Economic Growth, op. czX, p. 25.

